BY-LAWS
THE ELIOT CHURCH OF SOUTH NATICK, INC.

SOUTH NATICK, MASSACHUSETTS

(As Revised 6 February 2022)

Article I.

Name and Covenant
Section A. Name.

The name of this Church shall be: The Eliot Church of South Natick, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as "the Church”) deemed to be a Body Corporate under General Laws (Ter. Ed.) Chapter 180, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Section B. Covenant

The Church shall exist as a congregation of members under the following Covenant: "In the love of truth, and in the spirit of Jesus, we unite for the worship of God and the service of All."

Article II.

Open and Affirming Statement
As approved at 2008 Special Meeting
We, the members of The Eliot Church of South Natick, long committed to the belief in the dignity and equality of all people, do hereby declare ourselves to be an Open and Affirming Congregation. As such we welcome into our church community people of every family structure, sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression. We also welcome people of all ages, genders, abilities, races, nationalities, faith backgrounds, and of every economic and social status. No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome in this church. We invite all people to attend our services and to actively participate in the life and vision of our Church, as expressed in our Covenant:  In the love of Truth and in the Spirit of Jesus, we unite for the worship of God and the service of All. 

Article III.

Denominational Affiliations
By reason of long-standing and historic Association of its original and constituting Churches, the Eliot Church of South Natick, Inc. shall maintain membership in the Unitarian Universalist Association, the Massachusetts Bay District of Unitarian Universalist Churches and the Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ.   Any change to or addition of denominational affiliation must be approved by a nine-tenths (9/10) vote of the members of the Eliot Church present at a meeting duly called as stated below.
Article IV.

Minister
A Minister of the Church shall he chosen or dismissed by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of all members present and voting at a meeting of the Church called for the purpose. The period of the service of the Minister shall be terminated by either the Church or the Minister on ninety (90) days written notice, or as may otherwise be mutually agreed. The minister shall be in charge of all religious meetings held in the Church proper. No meetings other than meetings for worship and for the conduct of other Church activities, weddings, christenings, baptisms, and funerals shall be held in the Church or any of its buildings without the approval of the Parish Committee.

Article V.

As approved at 2010 Annual Meeting
Fiscal Year
The fiscal year of the Church shall begin on the first day of January and end on the last day of December.

Article VI.
Membership
Section A. Regular Members.

Any person who expresses to the Minister a sincere desire to become a member of the Church will be considered for membership provided they have reached the age of 18 or have been confirmed by the Eliot Church.  Candidates for membership will be presented to the Parish Committee for approval of nomination.  New Member Sundays will be held twice a year.  On each of these Sundays, nominated members will be presented to the church membership for affirmation.  New members will then become members by agreeing to the Covenant and signing the Church Membership Book.  The Clerk is responsible for maintaining a list of Church Members.
Section B. Voting Restrictions

No member of the Church under eighteen years of age may vote on any matters pertaining to the Deed or Mortgage of Property or any financial transaction (including the Annual Budget) of the Church.

Section C. Continuity of Membership

Any person having become a Member shall continue to be a Member until: (1) he or she gives notice of resignation to the Parish Committee; or (2) fails to return a letter to confirm continued interest after two years in which no identifiable contribution has been made to the church or (3) he or she has Membership terminated by the Parish Committee for cause, as determined by a vote of two-thirds of the Parish Committee, provided that the member has the right to appear before the Parish Committee and the right of appeal at Annual Meeting.  The Clerk will remove the names of terminated members from the rolls.
Article VII.

Meetings
Section A. Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Church shall be held each year at the Eliot Church in South Natick, Massachusetts, on the first Sunday of February.  This meeting may be moved to another Sunday if special circumstance requires it, at the discretion of the Parish Committee.

Section B. Certain Special Meetings

Meetings called for the purpose of (1) selecting or dismissing a Minister, (2) considering the purchase, sale, mortgage, lease, or transfer of any real estate of or for the Church, (3) amending the by-laws, or (4) holding a meeting called by five members as provided by Section C. of this Article, shall be called by the Parish Committee.

Section C. Special Meetings

Special meetings of the Church may be called by the Parish Committee at any time with such notice to members as the Parish Committee shall determine to he necessary (though in compliance with provisions of Section D. of this Article), and shall be called by the Parish Committee on written application of five or more members setting forth the purpose of said meeting; except that if, for any reason, the Parish Committee, after receipt of such application, fails for two weeks to call such a special meeting, said members may call the meeting.

Section D. Quorum, Notice, and Rules of Order

At all meetings of the Church, a quorum shall consist of the lesser of 1)  twenty-five members or 2)  50% of the total membership of the church.  Notice of any meeting, describing the purpose thereof, shall be sent to each household represented by a member of the Church at least 14 days before the date thereof. The conduct of the meetings is to be in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order.

Article VIII.

Officers
Section A. General

The Church shall, at all times, have a Moderator, a Clerk, a Treasurer and an Assistant Treasurer, all of whom shall be elected at the Annual Meetings by and from the members of the Church for the term of two church years (their term beginning at the Annual Meeting at which they are elected and ending when their successor is elected at the annual meeting two years later).  The Moderator and Assistant Treasurer shall be elected for terms ending in even numbered years and the Clerk and Treasurer shall be elected for terms ending in odd numbered years.  In such cases where one or more of these positions has been vacated prior to the end of the term, a majority of the Parish Committee will name a replacement who will serve until the next Annual or Special Meeting of the Church.
Section B. Moderator

The Moderator shall preside at all Annual and special meetings of the Church, and shall serve as Chair of the Parish Committee.  The Moderator shall be authorized to sign checks in the absence of the Treasurer.

Section C. Clerk

The Clerk shall keep the minutes of all meetings of the Church and of the Parish Committee; shall give all notices as required by these by-laws; shall provide a copy of these by-laws, as amended, to each new member of the Church; shall maintain an up-to-date list of members of the Church and shall perform such other duties as may be assigned by the Parish Committee.  If the Clerk is absent from a meeting, the Moderator will appoint someone to take minutes.
Section D. Treasurer


The Treasurer shall receive and deposit all income and receipts of the Church in the name of and to the credit of the Church in such depository as may be designated by the Parish Committee; shall pay out the same as may be ordered by the Parish Committee or by any duly authorized sub-committee; shall keep full and accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements; and shall sign all checks and other instruments drawn or endorsed on behalf of the Church. The Treasurer shall make an Annual Report to the Church and such additional reports to the Parish Committee as it may require, and shall have such other powers and perform such other duties as may be incidental to that Office or as may he assigned by the Parish Committee.  The Treasurer will delegate to the Assistant Treasurer duties related to the receipt and deposit of funds as described below.  The Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer will keep parallel records and reconcile church receipts quarterly.
Section E. Assistant Treasurer

The Assistant Treasurer shall assist the Treasurer by receiving and depositing income and receipts of the church;  by maintaining records of pledges and pledge fulfillment;  and by preparing statements, as directed by the Parish Committee or required by tax law, to document gifts to the church.
Article IX.

Parish Committee

Section A. Organization

The Church shall have a Parish Committee of eight members elected by the members of the Church.  The Parish Committee shall be the Officers of the Church deemed to be a Body Corporate under General Laws (Ter. Ed.) Chapter 180, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Members shall be elected for a two-year term except that a vacancy may be filled at any special or Annual meeting. The Moderator of the Church shall be the Chair of the Parish Committee, but shall have no vote except to break a tie. The Clerk of the Church shall be the Secretary of the Committee but shall have no vote. The Minister and Treasurer of the Church shall be members ex officio of the Parish Committee, without vote. A quorum of the Committee shall be five voting members.

Section B. General Powers and Duties

The Parish Committee shall have general control and management of all affairs of the Church except such as are otherwise specifically allocated or reserved by these by-laws or by the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. It shall advise the Minister on the general direction of the activities of the Church. It shall have power to fill any vacancy of Officer or Committee Member of the Church until the next Annual Meeting or special meeting.   The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a Committee budget for each year.
Section C.  Composition

The Parish Committee will consist of the following eight members…

Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

Chair of the Worship Committee

Chair of the Service Committee

Chair of the Membership Committee

At Large Member (Odd)

Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

Chair of the Religious Education Committee

Chair of the Finance Committee

Chair of the Buildings and Grounds Committee

At Large Member (Even)

Ex Officio

Minister

Moderator

Treasurer

Clerk

Section D. Property and Investments

The Parish Committee shall have the care and custody of all property of the Church, but it shall have no power to sell, buy, or mortgage, lease, or transfer any of the real estate of the Church without the specific authority to do so by a vote of two-thirds of the members of the Church present and voting at a meeting called for the purpose. It shall hold, manage, invest, and reinvest, at its discretion, funds of the Church entrusted to its care, with full authority to sell same and to purchase other securities of the kinds which Mutual Savings Banks may purchase under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or deposit the funds in a Massachusetts Savings Bank and may authorize its Moderator or Treasurer to execute in the name of the Church any and all instruments which may be necessary to effect or complete any purchase, sale, transfer, exchange, or substitution of deposits or securities. In discharge of its fiscal responsibilities, the Parish Committee may rely on the Finance Committee's reasonable judgment with respect to the investment and management of funds.

Section E. Church Committees

The Parish Committee shall delegate to Committees, as specified in these Bylaws, such of its powers and duties as it shall deem necessary or expedient. The Parish Committee shall, at its discretion, create additional ad hoc Committees to perform extraordinary duties.
Section F. Agents and Employees

The Parish Committee shall annually appoint an auditor to make an annual audit of the book of the Treasurer and may appoint other agents and employees, other than those elsewhere provided for in these by-laws, as it shall deem necessary for carrying on the activities of the Church; and said employees shall perform such duties, possess such power, and receive such compensation as shall be prescribed by the Parish Committee.

Section G. Budget

At each Annual Meeting of the Church, the Parish Committee shall submit a budget of the estimated income and expenses for the ensuing fiscal year. After the budget is approved by vote of the Church members, the Parish Committee shall be bound to adhere reasonably to the amount of expense so approved, or decrease the expense allocations, according to its best judgments of the difference between income and the actual income for the year.

Article X.

Religious Education Committee
Section A. Members

The Religious Education Committee shall consist of four members who shall each be elected for a term of two years…
Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

At Large RE Member

At Large RE Member

Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

Chair of the RE Committee

At Large RE Member
Ex Officio

Minister

Assistant Minister for RE

Section B. Powers and Duties

The Religious Education Committee shall be responsible for the Religious

Education Program of the Church, shall arrange for the selection of teachers, and shall cooperate with the Minister and the Parish Committee in planning for the religious education of the children of the Church. They shall also arrange for the organization of a Youth Group when appropriate numbers for such a group exist, and shall have general charge of the programs for such a group.  The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a Committee budget for each year.
Article XI.
Worship Committee
Section A. Members

The Worship Committee shall consist of five members who shall each be elected for a term of two years…

Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

Chair of the Worship Committee

Chair of the Board of Deacons

Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

Chair of the Committee on Ministry 

Chair of the Music and Arts Committee 

Chair of Adult Religious Education

Ex Officio
Minister

Assistant Minister for Religious Education

Section B. Powers and Duties

In cooperation with the Minister, the Worship Committee shall be responsible for planning and coordinating the worship services of the Church.  The Worship Committee works to fill the pulpit as necessary when the Minister is unavailable.  The Worship Committee shall have full charge of the arrangements for the services of worship when the Minister is absent.  The Worship Committee shall cooperate with the Ministers in whatever programs are felt to be appropriate for education and spiritual development of adult Church members outside of the regular Church services.  The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a Committee budget for each year.
Section C.  Subcommittees of the Worship Committee

1.  Board of Deacons

a.  Members

The Board of Deacons shall consist of six Members who shall be elected for a term of two years, three being elected annually.  The Deacons will elect the Chair of the Deacons from among their membership.
Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

3 Deacons
Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

3 Deacons
b.  Duties and Powers

The Deacons shall have general charge of the Worship Service, shall arrange for the Ushers, shall be responsible for flowers in the Church for regular worship, shall maintain the Guest Book and Attendance Book and shall arrange for coffee hour after the service.  The Deacons will assist the Membership Committee in identifying and welcoming visitors to the church.  The Board of Deacons, working with the Finance Committee, submits a budget for each year.
2.  Committee on Ministry


a.  Members

The Committee on Ministry shall consist of the Minister, the Chair of the Committee on Ministry and two At Large members.  The Chair of the Committee on Ministry shall be elected by the church membership for a two year term beginning and ending in even years.   Each year the Minister, in conjunction with the current Committee, shall submit a candidate for one of the At Large Comin members to the Parish Committee for approval.  Once approved, each At Large Comin member will also serve for two years.
Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

At Large Comin

Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

Chair of Comin

At Large Comin

Ex Officio

Minister

b.  Duties and Powers

The Committee on Ministry exists to support the Minister, act as a liaison between the Minister and the Congregation and to work with the Parish Committee in setting goals for the Minister.  The Chair of the Committee on Ministry works with the Personnel Committee in reviewing the performance of the Minister against the Minister’s goals, updating the goals and in recommending the Minister’s compensation package.  The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a Committee budget for each year.
3.  Music and Arts Committee

a.  Members

The Music Committee shall consist of the Chair of the Music and Arts Committee plus additional volunteers as required by the Chair.  The Chair of the Music Committee shall be elected by the church membership for a two year term beginning and ending in even years.    
Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

Chair of Music and Arts Committee

Ex Officio

Music Director
b.  Duties and Powers

The Music and Arts Committee works with the Music Director to manage all musical components of the worship service, including the use of soloists.  The Committee is responsible for coordinating the activities of the Eliot Choir, including the hiring of a Choir Director.  The Committee coordinates plans for special (non-worship) music and arts events at the Church.  The Chair of the Music and Arts Committee works with the Personnel Committee in reviewing the performance of the Music Director against the Music Director’s goals, updating the goals and in recommending the Music Director’s compensation package.  The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a Committee budget for each year.
Article XII.

Buildings and Grounds Committee
Section A. Members

The Buildings and Grounds Committee shall consist of five members who shall each be elected for a term of two years…

Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

Church Building Management Member

Parsonage Management Member

Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

Chair of the B&G Committee

Memorial Hall Management Member

Housekeeping Member

Section B. Powers and Duties

The Buildings and Grounds Committee is responsible for the physical assets of the Eliot Church:  the Church itself, Memorial Hall, the Parsonage and the associated properties, for as long as these properties remain owned by the church.  The Committee performs or arranges needed maintenance and repairs, with each of the specific property Members responsible for their building.  The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a committee budget for each year and updates a multi-year budget each year.  The Committee shall arrange for a complete physical audit of the buildings every five years and use this to manage a multi-year Buildings and Grounds budget that anticipates, and allows budgeting for, major, infrequent maintenance expenditures (for example, a new roof).  The Housekeeping member oversees the work of the custodian and advises on church decor.  
Article XIII.

Finance Committee
Section A. Members

The Finance Committee shall consist of four members (who shall each be elected for a term of two years) plus four ex officio members…

Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

Chair of the Stewardship Committee

At Large Finance Member

Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

Chair of the Finance Committee 

At Large Finance Member

Ex Officio

Moderator

Treasurer 

Chair of the Buildings and Grounds Committee

Chair of the Endowment Committee

Section B. Powers and Duties

The Finance Committee is responsible for financial planning for the Church.  The Finance Committee prepares the annual budget for Parish Committee approval and, at the request of the Parish Committee, presents the budget at the Annual Meeting.   This budget is prepared in cooperation with Church Committees, each of which is required to submit an annual spending request and estimated revenue generation to the Finance Committee.  As part of this annual budgeting the Finance Committee shall consider expected revenues and provide recommendations to the Parish Committee on the need for special capital campaigns and/or Endowment Fund campaigns.   The Finance Committee oversees that the B&G Capital Fund receives an annual contribution from Operating Budget and that monies held in the B&G Capital Fund, when available, are used to pay for capital repairs. Throughout the Church year the committee, in coordination with the Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer, tracks income and expenditures and keeps the membership informed of financial issues.   The Finance Committee is responsible for the preparation and maintenance of a long-term (five years or longer) financial plan that incorporates the financial aspects of the multi-year property maintenance plan prepared by the Buildings and Grounds Committee.  The Finance Committee is responsible for managing an annual financial audit.
Article XIV.

Stewardship Committee
A.  Members 
The Stewardship Committee shall consist of the Stewardship Chair plus additional volunteers as required by the Chair.

B.  Duties and Powers

The Stewardship Committee executes Stewardship campaigns to reach the goals set by the Finance Committee, including the annual Stewardship appeal and other fund drives as needed (for example Capital or Endowment campaigns).  The Stewardship Committee is responsible for the creation and distribution of Stewardship materials and for tracking pledging progress against goals.  The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a Committee budget for each year.
Article XV.

Service Committee
Section A. Members

The Service Committee shall consist of three members who shall each be elected for a term of two years.  The Committee, at its discretion, may add interested members as required to perform the service project it selects.
Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

Chair of the Service Committee

OutReach Member

Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

InReach Member

Ex Officio

Minister

Assistant Minister for Religious Education

Section B. Powers and Duties


The Service Committee is responsible for coordinating and managing the volunteer and social action activities of the Eliot Church.  The Committee is also responsible for assisting the Minister in coordinating and managing the pastoral, inward care of our own Members who are in special need.  The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a Committee budget for each year.
Article XVI.

Membership Committee
Section A. Members

The Membership Committee shall consist of three members who shall each be elected for a term of two years…

Terms Ending in Odd Numbered Years

Chair of the Membership Committee

Current Membership Member

Terms Ending in Even Numbered Years

New Membership Member

Ex Officio

Minister

Clerk

Section B. Powers and Duties

The Membership Committee is responsible for coordinating non-worship church events in accordance with the interests of current members and consistent with attracting new members.  The Committee is responsible for marketing efforts that communicate the Eliot Church’s position in the community and attract appropriate new members.  The Committee is responsible for assuring that potential members and new members of the Church are welcomed and provided with information about the Church.  This includes welcoming newcomers, introducing them to Church members, and making follow-up contacts. The committee will work with the Clerk and Administrator to maintain an accurate and up-to-date record of members and friends of the Church. The committee will works with the Minister and Worship Committee to schedule and coordinate New Member Sundays.  The Committee, working with the Finance Committee, submits a Committee budget for each year.
Article XVII.

Personnel Committee
Section A. Members

The Personnel Committee shall consist of …

Moderator
Treasurer

When meeting to discuss goal reviews and compensation issues, these additional Members are involved…

Committee on Ministry Chair (for Minister)
Music and Arts Chair (for Music and Choir Director)

Religious Education Chair (for RE Director)

Minister (for Administrator and other staff as appropriate)

Section B. Powers and Duties

The Personnel Committee is responsible for Human Resources activities which shall include contract negotiations, development and oversight of the Personnel Manual, and general oversight and administration of the job performance evaluation process for all Church employees.

Article XVIII.

Nominating Committee
The Church shall have a Nominating Committee of three members composed of the current and two preceding Moderators.  If one or more of the preceding Moderators are no longer active Members of the church, or do not choose to serve, then such persons shall be replaced by reaching further back into preceding Moderators.  If this still fails to yield three members, then members will be appointed by the Parish Committee for a two year term.  The Nominating Committee shall make nominations for all Officers and Committee members to be elected at the Annual Meeting.  A list of such nominations shall be included in the Notice of Meeting.  Other nominations may be submitted in writing to the Clerk by any member of the Church at any time before the Annual Meeting.

Article XIX.

Endowment Fund Committee
The Church shall have an Endowment Fund administered by an Endowment Committee.

Section A.
Purpose of the Endowment Fund
It is the desire and intention of the congregation to establish a fund to receive, manage and disburse gifts, grants and bequests and to provide for future needs of the church. Financial bequests to The Eliot Church that are undirected by the donor shall be allocated to the Endowment Fund.
Section B.
Name of the Fund
The fund shall be an account of the Eliot Church of South Natick, Inc.
Section C.
Fund Policy
A Committee of five members of the church, one of whom is the church treasurer, the others elected by the congregation, shall oversee and administer The Endowment Fund (The Fund).  One member shall be elected at the annual meeting of the church for a period of four years.  In the event of a vacancy on the Committee, the Parish Committee shall appoint a member of the congregation to fill the vacancy until the end of the term.  The Committee shall meet at least quarterly.  A quorum shall be four (4) members.  A majority of those present shall carry any motion or resolution.

The Committee shall elect a chairperson, a treasurer and a secretary.  The chairperson or person designated by him or her shall preside at all meetings.  The Endowment Fund Committee treasurer shall maintain complete and accurate books of account for The Fund, and shall, with The Fund chairperson, co-sign checks and all other necessary documents.  The Fund Committee secretary shall maintain complete and accurate minutes of all meetings of the Committee, and supply a copy of such minutes to each member and to the Parish Committee.

The Committee shall make its records available to the annual church audit and will prepare an annual report, submitted to the annual meeting of the congregation.

The Committee shall be empowered to hold, sell, exchange, rent, invest, and, in all other respects, manage the assets of The Fund in a manner which, in their judgment, serves the purposes of The Fund.

The Committee may appoint a fiduciary as its agent.  Such agent may be recommended by a donor, and such recommendation will be considered by, but not be binding on, the Committee. If an agent is appointed; the agent shall have custody of the property for which it is acting as agent and shall make all investments pursuant to the instructions of the Committee. The Committee may remove the agent with or without cause.

No member of the Committee shall be held liable for any losses in The Fund except to the extent such losses are caused by his or her bad faith or gross negligence.  No member shall engage in any self dealing or transactions with The Fund in which the member has a direct or indirect financial interest.  A member shall refrain from any conduct in which his or her personal interest might conflict with the interest of The Fund.

Section D.
Fund Management
Assets are to be held in the name of The Eliot Church of South Natick, Inc.  The Committee shall have full authority, subject to the guidelines of this Fund policy, to:

1.   Accept or reject, or accept with conditions not inconsistent with this Fund policy, real estate, personal property, cash, stocks, bonds, or anything of value.

2.   Manage the assets in such a manner as to balance principal conservation with growth and protection from inflationary loss. 

3.   Accumulate or disburse income.  "Income" means interest, dividends and rent.

Section E.   Fund Categories
The Committee may place assets in such categories as it sees fit.  At least two categories shall be created as follows:

1.   Unrestricted Fund – Income from this fund may be expended at the discretion of the Committee.

2.  Restricted Fund – Income from this fund shall be accumulated or disbursed in accordance with the wishes of the donors and the terms of acceptance by the Committee.  A donor may wish to 'have his or her gift maintained in a separate account, bearing a specific name, the income used or accumulated, and the income applied for a specific purpose.  To the extent the donor and the Committee agree on any such restrictions, the donor’s wishes will be carried out.  If the Committee at any time determines that the use of the donor's gift is illegal, incapable of fulfillment, or contrary to the donor’s express or implied intent, the Committee shall consult with the donor as to his or her wishes as to changes in the use of the gift, or, if the donor is dead or legally incapacitated, the Committee may, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, make such changes as will, in its judgment, achieve the donor's presumed intent, so long as it is within the purpose of the endowment program, as set forth in Paragraph A of this policy.

Section F.   Amending the Fund
This Fund policy may be amended only by a two-thirds vote of the members of the Eliot Church present at a meeting.  The church members must be notified reasonably in advance of the meeting and be informed of the nature of the amendment to be voted on.  Since it is the intent of the congregation of the Eliot Church in creating The fund to set aside assets and use only the income from such assets, any amendment to this policy which involves the invasion of principal must be approved by a nine-tenths (9/10) vote of the members of the Eliot Church present at a meeting duly called as stated above.

Section G.   Termination of the Fund
In the event the Eliot Church of South Natick, Massachusetts, ceases to exist either by way of dissolution or merger, the assets of The Fund shall be transferred to another Massachusetts-based UUA or UCC church, or to the UUA or the UCC equally, in a manner selected to best accomplish aims similar to those of the Eliot Church.  The Committee shall recommend at least 2 options which meet this criteria, these options shall be voted upon by the Church Members, and the Fund shall be disbursed based upon the option meeting these criteria that receives the most votes.
Article XX.

Amendments
These by-laws may be amended by a vote of two-thirds of the members present, with one exception as noted following, and voting at any meeting of the Church called for that purpose, provided the Notice of the meeting states which specific section of the by-laws are to be changed and indicates the nature of the proposed change.  Copies of such document showing changes with both As-Is and To-Be are to be made available to all members at the time such notice of any meeting called for that purpose is given.  The exception to the two-thirds vote requirement is that a vote to invade the principal of the Endowment Fund requires a nine-tenths vote.
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